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“To proclaim the Good
News is the first and
greatest act of love
of neighbor.”
-St. Arnold Janssen SVD

Fall 2018

Len Uhal with Pope Francis

For more information about Divine Word College, call 563-876-3353, email info@dwci.edu, or visit: www.dwci.edu

“Everything We Have is a Gift from God”
Jim Theisen loves thoughtful phrases. There’s his company
motto, “People Buy from People, Not from Businesses,” and
there’s his answer when asked why he and his wife Marita are
so generous to others. “Everything we have is a gift from
God,” he said. “Divine Word spreads God’s Word throughout
the world and we are blessed to be able to help.”
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For their timely and generous support, Divine Word College
presented the Dubuque couple, owners of Theisen’s HomeFarm-Auto, with its Donaghey Award for Outstanding Service
during a Mass and banquet on September 23.
“Jim and Marita have been generous benefactors of Divine
Word College for more than 25 years,” said Mark Singsank,
associate director of development, who nominated them for the
award. “They continue to be strong believers in the mission of
Divine Word College and in our students.” Established in
1999, the award honors the late Fr. John Donaghey, SVD,
who dedicated much of his life to the college.
Jim and Marita were married in 1956 after he returned from
the service, the same year he joined the family business
started by his parents, Leo and Kathryn, in 1927. Using

his experience in
the U.S. Army
Quartermaster Corps,
he helped grow the
Dubuque business.
Today, Theisen’s
Home-Farm-Auto has
24 stores and 1200
employees.

DWC has a new website
at www.dwci.edu.

Jim and Marita Theisen

An extension of his
company motto—which speaks to a personal connection to
people—is the connection to those in need. Sometimes those
needs strike close to home. Marita is stricken with Alzheimer’s
disease, a struggle that Jim has taken on at home, as a board
member of the Iowa Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association
and by supporting efforts to help families facing the same
struggle.
Looking back, he credits his parents for setting an example of
compassion. “Mom and dad were always looking for where
they could help,” Jim said. “You’ve got to give back. Give
something away sometime and see how you feel.”
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Did You
Know?
It is beautiful, so much
easier to use and has
loads of information for
prospective students and
their families as well as
for current students,
faculty, staff, and people
like you who generously
support us.
On Page 5, there is an
article about the new
website. You can see
what it looks like,
including its easy-to-use
“Donate” button, which
you will love.
We sure do!

Bro. Mike with Pope Francis

Three from DWC Attend Worldwide
SVD Assembly

Zone. While the meetings helped raise his
Toss in a handshake with Pope Francis and it
awareness of the global SVD, he especially
was quite an experience. Father John Szukalski,
enjoyed meeting with other brothers to discuss
SVD, vice president for academic affairs;
their issues. “For instance, in some places,
Brother Mike Decker, SVD, medical
brothers are getting an advanced education,
coordinator; and Len Uhal, vice
but not everywhere,” he said. “We
president for admissions, attended
discussed what can be done to
the 18th General Chapter of the
improve the future for our younger
Society of the Divine Word
brothers.” Four lay people were
(SVD), held near Rome last
invited to attend the general
summer. Every six years,
chapter as observers. Len
Divine Word Missionaries
was chosen to be the lay
from around the world gather
representative from the PANAM
for a month to get reports and
plot the future of their
Zone.
worldwide missionary order.
Fr. John with Pope Francis
“One of the highlights for me was seeing
how Divine Word Missionaries partner with lay
“The theme was returning to our spiritual
people,” he said. “But the multiculturalism—140
heritage and to more joyfully proclaim the
people from 46 different countries coming
Gospels,” said Fr. John, who for the fourth time
together—that was just fantastic.” On June 25,
served as secretary for the general chapter, a
the entire group met the Pope, and Len was
demanding job requiring him to distill the
shocked when he was called to the front of the
proceedings into a historical report of the work
of the SVD and an outline of its goals. “There
room. “I was way in the back when I heard,
‘Where’s Len? They want you up here!’” he
are so many excellent things that are happening
said. “So I was right there when the Pope came
with SVDs, a lot that doesn’t make headlines.”
in. Seeing this world leader, knowing the things
Bro. Mike Decker represented SVD brothers in
North and South America—the SVD PANAM
he stands for and preaches about was awesome!”

