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Taylor, Hartel Retire After Decades
of Teaching at DWC

A Message from Fr. Thang

First Regional Alumni Event 

Combined, Dr. Marilyn Taylor and Dr. Joe Hartel have educated
students at Divine Word College for nearly 60 years. Honored at the Awards and
Recognition Luncheon on May 2, they retired at the end of the academic year. 

                                                        Dr. Joe Hartel

In the life of Dr. Joe Hartel, his first love was card magic. Its 
subtle techniques captivated him from his younger years into 
college. Not a fan of school, he was trudging toward a 
liberal arts degree at Lewis University in Chicago when one 
day he walked into the wrong classroom.

“I thought it was a political science class, but it was one in 
philosophy,” he said. “It turned out to be the right class 
because I fell in love with philosophy.” After earning a 
master’s degree from Marquette University, he was awarded 
a PhD from the Gregorian University in Rome. In 1991, he 
accepted a job at DWC. 

“I didn’t go into philosophy to get work, I went into it 
because I loved it,” Hartel said. “Here, I tried to get people 
to love philosophy, too.” Growing up in New Orleans, he 
didn’t like school. In truth, the reason for attending Lewis 
University was so he could also take card-magic classes in 
Chicago. Then he walked into that “wrong” classroom and 
everything changed. A few years after coming to DWC, he 
married the love his life, Jean, and together they welcomed 
three daughters into the world. Then in 2003, he discovered 
his next great love—yoga—and soon realized its value in the 
classroom. 

“I try to emphasize philosophies that are practical for life, 
and yoga does that,” he said. “Yoga integrates philosophy 
with life. It’s a spiritual practice.” For more than a decade, 
Hartel has offered yoga classes to the college community, 
but it is in the classroom where he uses it to foster love of 
philosophy among his students. For junior seminarian 
Wisvel Joseph, he has succeeded. 

"Dr. Hartel is an excellent, fun, awesome, competent, and 
knowledgeable professor,” Joseph said. “He has helped me 
along my journey to become an authentic missionary for the 
service of the world."

Dr. Marilyn Taylor

Dr. Marilyn Taylor is a focused listener. In her classes, when a 
student presents an idea, the idea is heard.  Her gaze intense, 
she processes their words, then asks questions to clarify the 
message and help refine its meaning. “I have an obsession 
with listening, so when students talk or when they write 
something, I’m paying attention,” she said. “I’m expecting 
them to mean something.”

Over her three decades at DWC requiring her literature
and writing students to explore their own ideas, she was 
awarded the Rev. Malin Excellence in Teaching Award four
times — more than any other DWC educator. She believes in
empowering students to think critically, to have faith in the 
value of their questions. “Curiosity and questioning is pretty 
darned important for our students,” she said. “When they go 
into the world, they have to negotiate differences, face 
conflict, solve unfamiliar problems. They have to figure
it out.”

Born and raised in Indiana, Taylor earned her undergrad and 
master’s degrees at Ball State University. After marrying her 
husband Jack, she earned a PhD in Creative Writing from the 
University of Denver in 1980 and landed a teaching job in 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin.  In 1986, she came to Dubuque to 
teach at Loras College. In 1989, a job opened at DWC. “There 
was such a gentle quality about the students.  They were so
hospitable and respectful,” she said. “It’s been so much better 
here because I could know these students and have long-term 
relationships with them.”

Nearly a dozen SVDs on the faculty and staff currently at 
DWC were her students. One of her newest students,
freshman seminarian Justin Ballengee put a fine point to his 
thoughts on Facebook. “Dr. Taylor you are the very best 
teacher I ever had,” he said. “You never give up on any one 
and you are very caring and loving in your teaching. May
God bless you in your retirement.”

Dr. Marilyn Taylor, 
associate professor of 
writing and literature, 
is retiring after 30 
years at DWC. 

Dr. Joe Hartel, 
associate professor 

of philosophy, is 
retiring after 28 
years at DWC. 

The reorganization of the Divine Word Alumni Association 
has gone well since we began in January. In six months, we 
have created a new structure made up of six regions and are 
actively recruiting two or three coordinators for each region. 
We are using social media to reach out to all former students 
of SVD educational institutions, and we held our first 
regional gathering in May. Not a bad start!

The most exciting thing is what we can accomplish as an 
alumni association.  We are asking our alumni to remember 
their school days and what it meant to live for a time with
the SVD and be missionary to others. The Divine Word 
Alumni Association can help rekindle that missionary spirit 
in three ways.

Participate in the mission of the SVD, by promoting 
vocations, sponsoring missionary experiences, helping to 
promote and live the Catholic faith with an intercultural 

perspective and by praying for and 
supporting missionaries around the
world. 

Reach out in fellowship to all
alumni of SVD schools, by sponsoring 
regional gatherings, golf outings,
fundraisers, etc. 

Offer opportunities for spiritual 
renewal, by conducting recollections, workshops,
conferences and retreats. 

The reorganization will not affect any local reunions or other 
events, but it is hoped the goals will be included in all alumni 
events. What we hope to do is to enhance them and rekindle 
in all our hearts God’s call for us to be missionary. As SVDs 
are also alumni, lay alumni are also missionaries. 

It was more than a reunion of
classmates. It was a glimpse at the 
future of the Divine Word Alumni 
Association.  

On May 4, approximately twenty-five 
former students of SVD schools in the 
upper Midwest met at Divine Word 
College for the first gathering of the 
Midwest Region, one of six regions in 
the association’s new structure. For a 
few hours, they gathered in faith, 
learned about the association’s new 
direction, honored its past director and 
heard missionary experiences of two 
alumni—an SVD and a layman. 

“For our first effort, things went well,” 
said Fr. Thang Hoang, SVD, director of 

the Divine Word Alumni Association. 
“It was wonderful to come together
in this way and, for a few hours, 
rekindle the sense of being
missionary.” 

The event began at 4 pm as Fr. Thang  
explained the association’s goals and 
regional reorganization. Then it was on 
to a special Mass, presided by Fr. 
Thang with another alum, Deacon Bill 
Mauss of Dubuque, providing the 
homily. Dinner in the dining room 
featured three presentations. 

Former alumni association director 
Mike Cousins, along with his wife 
Kathy, received a beautiful statuette
of the Holy Family in honor of their 

work leading the alumni association
for eleven years. Father Long Phi 
Nguyen, SVD, assistant dean of 
students at DWC, recounted his six 
years on mission in Chile. Another 
alum, Art Roche—recipient of the 
DWC Matthew 25 Award—shared his 
charitable work among the Marshallese 
in Dubuque.

The dinner wrapped up by introducing 
the latest members of the Divine Word 
Alumni Association—the graduates in 
the DWC Class of 2019. 

“It is a beginning. Now I look forward 
to similar gatherings in the other 
regions,” Fr. Thang said. “May God 
bless the missionary spirit in all of us.”

Fr. Thang Hoang, SVD, 
Director - Divine Word 
Alumni Association
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