A Word from the
President:

To Witness God’s Presence
Congratulations Class of ‘18
Marc Declama
Haiti

Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD

You've probably heard of
Christmas in July...how about
Thanksgiving in May?
Words of congratulations abound
in May as the school year ends
and our graduates take center
stage. However there is one
detail I always find inspiring.
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During the commencement
exercises, the students walk in
behind the department banners.
Then the faculty enter. With their
many-colored academic gowns
honoring their scholarship and
the universities where they
studied, their entrance reminds
me of the wide experience they
bring to Divine Word College.
They share it with us as a gift.
Unlike the graduates, their
academic finery does not
provoke in me an expression of
congratulations. What I feel is
tremendous gratitude.
The DWC faculty is simply
extraordinary. I am grateful for
their solidarity and mutual
respect for one another. I am
even more thankful that the
faculty genuinely love the
students. They consistently show
care and friendship that is far
above expectations at other
schools. This allows our students
to thrive and to achieve far
beyond their own expectations.
I say, "Thank You – Merci –
Gracias – Cảm ơn."
That is my Thanksgiving in May.

• BA Philosophy
• BA Intercultural Studies
• Future Plan: Attend the
SVD Novitiate at
Techny

Kodjo Emon
Togo

• AA Intercultural Studies
• Future Plan: Attend the
SVD Novitiate at
Techny

Sr. Cecilia
Foleng, SST
Cameroon

• BA Theology &
Religious Studies
• Future Plan: Pursue
master’s degree

Sr. Florence
Wairimu Muturi,
LSOSF
Kenya

• BA Theology &
Religious Studies
• Future Plan: In
discussion with
superiors

Sr. Bich Hong
Nguyen, LHC
Vietnam

• BA Theology &
Religious Studies
• Future Plan: Continue
studies in pastoral
ministry

Ha Van Nguyen
Vietnam

• BA Philosophy
• Future Plan: Study for
the priesthood

Huy Nguyen
Vietnam/U.S.

• BA Philosophy
• Future Plan: Attend the
SVD Novitiate at
Techny

Thinh Nguyen
Vietnam

• AA Interdisciplinary
Studies
• Future Plan: Lay
ministry

As Divine Word Missionaries carry out
their various tasks and responsibilities,
Acts 1:8 inspires them to serve as
witnesses of God's presence in
everything they do. Divine Word
Missionaries are active wherever God is.
God’s presence spells out the purpose
and direction for the tasks undertaken by
Fr. Linh Pham, SVD,
Development Director Divine Word Missionaries. As our SVD
Constitutions state, “His Life is our life,
His Mission is our mission.”
As God’s instruments, Divine Word Missionaries dedicate
themselves to fulfilling God’s path to salvation and mission
for us on earth. This mission does not simply entail
accomplishing specific religious duties and charitable
responsibilities demanded of religious people on a daily
basis. God’s mission is truly about maintaining God’s love in
the hearts, minds and souls of people throughout the world.
The success of this divine mission does not depend on the
magnitude of a particular task or the complexity of a problem
awaiting a solution. As long as God’s love finds a true home
in the hearts of people, as long as God’s kindness
accompanies our action, and as long as God’s compassion
motivates our lives, God’s mission is alive.
Divine Word Missionaries have everything to do with
keeping that mission alive. As members of a religious
community committed to preserving God’s love in the world,
Divine Word Missionaries often find it moving to witness the
presence of God’s compassion in everyday people. How can
one’s heart not be moved when seeing an old widow with
meager income offering what she could to help the suffering
people in Cameroon? How can one’s eyes not fill with tears
when receiving generous gifts meant for street children in

Ecuador? How can one not bow in respect to those with
limited means responding to the cries for help from lepers in
the central highlands of Vietnam? How can one not feel joy
when you so readily support missionaries being educated at
Divine Word College? These experiences truly remind
Divine Word Missionaries of the awesome privilege of
serving as witnesses to God’s mission among God’s people
everywhere.
Though God’s mission takes place in the hearts and souls of
God’s people; Divine Word Missionaries are simply God’s
instruments. When witnessing such blessings, Divine Word
Missionaries are enormously grateful to you and all our lay
missionary partners for affirming, year after year, an
important truth about God’s mission of love. He is
constantly at work in the world as long as God’s children
open their hearts to witness God’s presence in their lives and
in all creation.
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