
Mr. Khoa Kinh Bui 
Costa Mesa, California 

• Certificate Pre-Theology

• Plans after graduation? I will continue 
my priesthood discernment at a
theologate seminary. 

• How do you plan to share your faith with others in the 
future? I think each of us is called to participate in the 
mission of the Church through ordinary pastoral ministry, 
bringing people to the Church, and sharing Christ with 
those who haven’t known Him. 

Fr. Polycarp Khaw Nei Thawng 
Falam (Khuangli), Chin State, Myanmar

• A.A. Intercultural Studies

• Plans after graduation? I’ll go to Rock 
Island, Illinois, for my Overseas
Training Program in preparation for 
further studies.

• How do you plan to share your faith with others in the 
future? I have nothing other than my way of life – sharing 
my life and serving others.

Fr. Jean d’Amour
Dusengumuremyi 
Burera District, Northern Province
of Rwanda 

• A.A. Intercultural Studies

• Plans after graduation? I plan to join 
Saint John’s University, in Minnesota to 

further my studies in theology, focusing on reconciliation 
and guidance.  

• How has your experience at DWC impacted your faith?
My experience at DWC has impacted my faith,
especially through the celebration of the Eucharist each 
morning, accompanied by rich reflections on the Word of 
God. I had wonderful opportunities to listen to different 
preachers and each one inspired me, as everyone has a 
personal gift to interpret the Word of God. For a priest, it’s 
very helpful to have this opportunity to listen more than to 
speak or to preach. I was also touched by the vocation
stories that many students shared. I realized that each
person has a sacred history and if we are open to one
another, God speaks to us through our neighbor.  

Sr. Tho Thi Trinh, ICM 
Thanh Hoa Province, Vietnam 

• B.A. Theology & Mission 

• Plans after graduation? I am pursuing 
an M.A. degree in Christian spirituality 
with a concentration in spiritual direction 
at Loyola University Chicago. I plan to 
finish this program in two years. 

• How has your experience at DWC impacted your faith?
I don’t think I could find another college where everyone 
is so friendly and knows one another by name despite their 
different positions, professions, races, or ages. As I reflect 
on my six-year journey at DWC, I strongly believe my faith 
became more mature in my relationship with God through 
relationships and friendships with others. Even though 
DWC is a small college, it contains huge challenges, as 
well as great opportunities for a missionary to grow
maturely if she/he wants to be a disciple of Christ. 

Sr. Tram Thu Thi Tran, IHM 
Nha Trang, Khanh Hoa, Vietnam

• B.A. Intercultural Studies

• Plans after graduation? I will study 
for a master’s degree in social work at 
Clarke University in Dubuque, Iowa.

• What is the greatest lesson you learned at DWC? The 
greatest lesson I learned at DWC is that living in an
intercultural community not only opens our hearts and our 
minds so that we can share with others what we have, but it 
also allows us to accept and respect the differences in each 
other, like who we are.  

Sr. Duong Thuy Thi Nguyen, LHC
Dak Lak Province, Vietnam

• B.A. Theology & Mission 

• Plans after graduation? I plan to serve 
my small community in Des Moines for a 
period of time. 

• How do you plan to share your faith with others in the fu-
ture? As a sister, I plan to share my faith with those who I 
have the opportunity to work, serve and live with. My faith 
in God’s love and mercy will be shared while working with 
kids and encountering parishioners. I believe that by doing 
little acts of service for God’s people, my faith can inspire 
others in their journey of faith.

NOT YOUR AVERAGE BREAK
MISSION

Even when students have time off from class during their 
summer, spring and Christmas breaks, many of them
spend their days lending a hand through acts of service in
Divine Word Missionary communities across the United 
States. These activities help them hone the skills they’ll 
need to be effective missionaries and provide an
opportunity for networking with members of the 
Society of the Divine Word.

In March, five Divine Word College students 
spent their spring break at St. Joseph the Worker 
parish in Wheeling, Illinois. They worked
alongside Fr. Marcin Karwot, SVD and Frt.
Boromeo Soe, SVD, who are assigned to the 
parish.  

Frt. Engelbertus Salmon, SVD and the other students 
reflected on the experience after returning to DWC and 
said they felt that it helped them realize just how important 
teamwork is in parish ministry. The men learned to rely on 
one another and appreciate the passion and commitment 
that each individual contributed daily. They also had a 
chance to experience a multicultural environment outside of 
the walls of Divine Word College, since the parish is made 
up primarily of Spanish speakers, people of Polish descent 

and Americans. “With such an array of different cultural 
backgrounds, we learned how to embrace these differences 
with respect, care, and appreciation for another culture in 
order to be united in community and faith,” the group wrote 
in their reflection about the experience. 

“The spring break project is a great opportunity
and approach for students to find out more about 
SVD parish ministries. Working with Fr. Marcin 
and Frt. Boromeo for a week gave us a better
understanding of embracing a diverse community
to unite in faith,” Engelbertus said.

During the summer of 2021, DWC student Vuong 
Minh Vu lived at the Society of the Divine Word’s 

American headquarters known as “Techny” in Chicago. He 
spent his days working outside on the property and helping 
the SVD community. He said the stories he heard from 
senior members of the Divine Word Missionaries inspired 
him. “Their stories served as examples and guidelines to 
help me understand and be more sure about my vocation to 
be among the next generation following Jesus’s footsteps in 
the field of mission as part of the ‘hero’ SVDs,” he said. It’s 
not the average way to spend a break from college classes, 
but then again, these aren’t average college students. 

Vuong Minh Vu

Ladouceur Flarissaint, Frt. Engelbertus Salmon, SVD and Kim Hoa Pham pitch in during their spring break at St. Joseph the Worker Parish in 
Wheeling, Illinois
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