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FROM THE PRESIDENT

SHARING MISSION

Recently, several SVD 
candidates who studied

at DWC took the next steps in 
their formation journeys.

Following graduation from DWC 
in May, Hoang Huy Nguyen and 

Quoc Dinh Nguyen joined the year-long 
novitiate program in Techny, Illinois this 

summer. They’ll spend time praying, learn-
ing about the Society of the Divine Word and 

continuing their discernment over the next 12 
months. Having completed their own novitiate year, 

six other DWC graduates professed vows as Divine 
Word Missionaries on July 30. Hoang Duy Khanh 

(John) Do, Wisno Elie, Tuan Hoang Nguyen, Truong An 
Duc (John) Nguyen, Friday Onoja and Tung Cao Vu will 

continue their educations and their religious formation for the 
priesthood at the Divine Word Theologate and Catholic

Theological Union.

“I felt called to be here after professing my First Vows. It was a great 
experience for me, and it gave me a sense of certainty with joy and the 

assurance that my life is in God’s hands,” Friday said. On Sept. 17, three 
men professed their perpetual vows as Divine Word Missionaries and were 

then ordained as deacons on Oct. 2: Edwan (Manie) Manuel, Quang Ngoc Pham 
and Jorge Humberto Zetino-Salazar. Please keep all of the SVD candidates in your 

prayers as they courageously respond to God’s call and consider where He’s asking 
them to serve. Please also pray for our formators who walk this path alongside the 

candidates, guiding and accompanying them on their journeys. “I believe that with God 
on our side, we will reach the shore,” Friday said. “Let us continue to pray with and for one 
another.”   

Moving
forward in
formation 

High school can be stressful. While many students are rather desperate to find a place
to “fit in,” many are trying to be more self-reliant. I recall a story told by Fr. Mark
Link SJ. There was a new freshman girl walking in the hallway between classes. She
saw a sophomore girl having trouble taping a large poster to the wall. The younger girl offered to help, 
thinking she might also find a friend. The sophomore snapped, “I don’t need help!” The freshman 
shrugged her shoulders, walked away sad, and sat down. What a difference compared to Jesus’
ministry. One of the first things Jesus did after his baptism in the Jordan was to call Andrew and
John to follow him. Andrew called his brother, Simon Peter, to join the group. Then Jesus called
Philip, and Philip called his friend Nathanael. Back in Galilee, Jesus called James and
Matthew. Not long after, Jesus called 12 of his followers to share more closely in his
mission. Jesus does not say, I don’t need help. Rather, he asked them to go to the town
of Galilee to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. It is startling that the man who
walked on water, raised people from the dead, healed the sick, and fed thousands
would ask for help. Some missionaries make the mistake of the sophomore girl
in the story. They take everything into their own hands – building chapels
without help from the people, taking control of every committee and even
arranging the flowers! Wiser missionaries follow Jesus’ example. They
take every opportunity to invite people to share in the work, and in the
sorrows and celebrations of the community. That is mission animation
– giving people the encouragement they need to go out and share
good news with others. Do you wonder how the story of the two
high school students concluded? Ten minutes after the
sophomore student said she didn’t need help, the freshman
    student walked by the sign. Ironically, it announced
       “Working together, we can do anything!” Jesus has
           a better idea. He shares his life and ministry
               with us in both word and deed. We can do
                          the same with others.

Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD

Left to right: Jorge Humberto Zetino-Salazar, Quang Ngoc Pham and Edwan 
    (Manie) Manuel during their perpetual vow celebration. Provincial Fr. 
        Quang Duc Dinh, SVD, far right, presided.

Bob Kramer, from New Hampton, 
Iowa, first knew about Divine Word 
College when he came to Epworth for a 
Mass servers’ retreat. He was just in the 
eighth grade.

The retreat was only three days but 
from time to time, Bob, now 62 and
recently retired, still thinks about what 
he learned at Divine Word that
weekend.

“Being a new teenager at that time, I 
hadn’t really thought about religious 
life. But during the weekend my eyes 
were really opened to the possibilities,” 
he said.

Through high school and beyond, Bob 
wondered if being a priest or a brother 
was what he was called to be. But in the 

end, even with strong encouragement 
from his grandmother, he decided it 
wasn’t.

For nearly 30 years Bob has been a
Divine Word College donor. Like many 
others, he thinks he received a letter
asking for a donation. He recalled his 
eighth-grade retreat and the great
experience he had.

Bob was also friends with Fr. John
Harpel, SVD, who was the chaplain at 
the hospital in New Hampton. Because 
of those connections, Bob decided 
Divine Word would be a good place to 
support. And he has done so ever since.

Those connections are also the reason 
Bob has remembered the college in his 
estate plans.

“I never married, so I want to be able to 
help others,” he said. “I know that my 
donations will help continue the
education of Divine Word College
students and I think that’s important.”

We are grateful to Bob and all of you 
who have remembered Divine Word 
College with a gift in your estate. Your 
generosity will make a difference for 
future Divine Word students!

You 
make it 
happen! 

Mark Singsank,
Development
Office

As Catholics, we are called to minister to, or serve 
others, in whatever way best fits our abilities. When 
St. Paul wrote to the Romans, he encouraged them 
to use the gifts God had given them.

“Since we have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us, let each of us exercise them
accordingly: if prophecy, according to the
proportion to the faith; if service, in serving; if
one is a teacher, in teaching; if one exhorts, in 
exhortation; if one contributes, in generosity; if one 
leads, with diligence; if one does acts of mercy,
with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:6-8)

One of the important parts of a Divine Word College 
student’s education is their time spent in ministry. In 
this edition of our newsletter you will read about the 
variety of ministries students participate in around 
the Epworth area. You will also read about all the 
many countries our students are from. Divine Word 

College is truly a melting pot of cultures, which 
helps students learn about parts of the world they 
are not familiar with. When they move on to their 
next ministry, this knowledge will help them fit in 
with their new community.  Without your donations, 
the students you read about would not be at Divine 
Word. You make it possible for them to be here!

Gifts in your will to Divine Word are very important 
for the long-term success of the college and our
students. Bob Kramer shares his story with you in 
this newsletter and why he has chosen to remember 
the college. I hope you consider doing the same. 
Thanksgiving Day will be here soon. I am thankful 
for you and all you do to help our students with their 
education. You do indeed make it happen.

Have a Happy Thanksgiving and a
very Merry Christmas!

Like BOB KRAMER,
you can help Divine Word students

For more information about
leaving a gift in your will to
Divine Word College, please

contact Mark Singsank at
563-876-0097 or

singsank@dwci.edu

Bob Kramer
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