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Divine Word Missionaries use a term that may seem a little
abstract – “mission animation.” It’s one of the religious order’s four

characteristic dimensions or guiding principles. 

Omar Picon Gonzalez, Sr. An Thuy Thi Ngo, LHC-QN, Sr. Van Hong Thi Nguyen, MQP and Hung Cong Nguyen working at the garage sale and raising money for Ukrainian refugees in between classes.  

So just what does it mean and how does it apply to students 
at Divine Word College? Mission animation is the act
of stirring a response from others or
“animating” them to get involved in the 
Church and in mission work.
 
Here at Divine Word College, mission
animation is achieved in a number of ways. 

Students volunteer their time and talents at 
nursing homes, a community meal site,
an immigration center and multicultural 
parishes. Their active participation in these 
programs is an example to those they serve, 
as well as the people who they work with. Their actions 

can inspire others to look for ways that they, too, can be of 
service. 

One such example is the annual garage sale 
the college holds each fall to raise money 
for a mission. This year, the Student Senate 
organized the event. They sold
clothing, furniture, food items and home
furnishings that were donated or no longer 
used at the college. The event gave them a 
chance to interact with people in the
community. It also raised more than
$5,000 to support Ukrainian refugees in
various countries where Divine Word

Missionaries are serving. 

“Through the garage sale, we hope to become witnesses of God’s love 
through the act of charity and self-giving for our brothers and sisters who 
are in dire need of support,” said Student Senate President Omar Picon 
Gonzalez. “Through the example of the giving, we hope our students 
encourage others to make great use of their talents in spreading not only 
the word of God but also spreading God’s love.”

One student, Fr. Laurensius Luliyan Huller, SVD, experienced mission 
animation while serving in Mozambique from 2006 to 2021. There 
was no church where he worked. The people there were accustomed to 
missionaries giving them things but he said it was important to him that 
the community help to fund and construct the building where they would 
worship, so they would continue to maintain it long after he and the 
other missionaries left. 

“I told them, if you don’t have money, give your time to work on the 
construction,” he said.
 
It took six years to fund and build it, but the community now has a 
church that they can be very proud of because it is theirs.

“When active, through the guidance under the Holy Spirit, one can make 
a difference in communities all around the world,” Omar said. “It is
crucial to inspire others because the people are what makes up the 
church. Only through participation can we continue moving forward.”

POLISHING THE
ART OF
PREACHING
Practicing mission animation

It’s important that DWC students 
learn to preach effectively. It takes 
time and repetition to develop a style 
of public speaking that can captivate 
an audience.

DWC President Fr. Tom Ascheman, 
SVD is the formation director for a 
group of 18 students who are
ordained priests from eight different 
countries. Most of them are at DWC 
to study English. He works with 
them several times a week to refine 
their public speaking skills. They 
recite prayers and readings out loud. 

“Even native English speakers have 
to slow down for public address,”
Fr. Tom said. “It really takes
practice – lungs, lips, throat and 
tongue all need to slow down
together. Like tennis or football, 
your body doesn’t play well just by 
thinking about the game. It takes 
PRACTICE.”

The college also offers a class called 
Public Witness Reflection Skills. 
This course focuses on proclaiming 
liturgical readings, leading prayer 
and learning the practical skills of 
preaching. In short, it teaches
students to share their faith in
public spaces. 

Students practice the skills they
learn in class by giving presentations. 
Whether they are native English 
speakers or learning the language, all 
students benefit from public speaking 
lessons.

And everyone who listens to them in 
the future will benefit, too! 

What is mission
animation?

Encouraging others
to get involved or

“animated” to actively 
participate in the

Church and
mission activities.
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