
CAMPUS CONNECTIONS

Thinking globally, riding locally
The first-ever virtual Divine Word
College Cycle Challenge had
participants riding their bikes and
logging miles online throughout the 
month of September. Together, they 
raised more than $16,600 to help cover 
educational expenses for students at 
Divine Word College. The top rider was 
alumnus Fulton Martin who rode 640 
miles. Pictured above is Fr. Matheus 
Ro, SVD, a member of the college’s 
Board of Trustees and DWC alumnus 
who was also a registered rider. Thank 
you to everyone who participated and 
contributed to this new fundraiser! 

Golf and good times
The 8th annual Divine Word College 
Benefit Golf Outing in July raised 
$11,700 to help cover educational 
expenses for students. It was an 
impressive turnout with 72 golfers 
trying their hand at winning the 
$25,000 hole-in-one prize. No one 
managed to take it home but mark 
your calendars because there’s
always next year! The 2023 Golf 
Outing will be held on July 21. 
Thanks to all who helped make this 
event a huge success!

Picnic in the park
New students had a chance to start 
adjusting to life in Iowa by attending 
the Opening School Picnic in August. 
The DWC community gathered at 
Swiss Valley Park just days before 
classes started to catch up, get familiar 
with new faces, play games and enjoy 
traditional American picnic foods! The 
annual event lets students and staff 
mingle in a relaxed environment. It also 
provides new students a chance to start 
acclimating to a new culture and way
of life.

Family, feast and fun
Each year, students at DWC celebrate 
a special occasion called Family 
Feast. The official date is Sept. 8,
the day that St. Arnold Janssen
founded The Society of the Divine 
Word. It’s a time to celebrate the 
members of Janssen’s spiritual
family and acknowledge milestone 
anniversaries for SVDs at the school. 
Students started the day with a prayer 
service in the chapel before heading 
outside for games and crafts. The 
day ended with a liturgy and formal 
banquet. 

I remember how when my family dropped 
me off in my new college dorm, the van
was blocking the traffic. However, we were 
too busy crying, hugging and saying our 
goodbyes to move out of the way. As
difficult as it was for me to 
leave my family, it was a
necessary step for me to 
grow. But it was hard to be 
without them, and I felt alone 
for a long time as it was
difficult to find people who I 
felt at home with.  

God has a way of meeting
us during some of our most 
difficult times, especially 
through His faithful people. 
One Sunday morning in 
college, I was approached 
after Mass by a student 
named Ting who greeted me and invited me 
to a small group bible sharing. Although I 
was hesitant at first, I decided to go. Ting 
eventually brought the group some beat-up 
bibles to discuss a short passage. Although 
I had a busy academic schedule, I found 
myself going week after week. It was not 
long before we all grew to be brothers. We 
prayed together, played together, and led 
other student ministries together. I felt that 
Christ was there in our friendship and I 
felt full of life. I realized then that this was 
something special, and I wanted this for the 
rest of my life. At the time, I thought that 
the closest thing to what I was experiencing 

with my brothers at college was religious 
life. And so, I spoke to my uncle, Fr. Nico 
Sengson, SVD and got connected to my
vocation director Fr. Adam MacDonald, 
SVD. With their encouragement and help, 

many years later I found
myself here at DWC
discerning a vocation to
religious life. 

I remember how hard it was 
when I told my family that 
I wanted to leave California 
and attend DWC in Iowa. 
I knew that this was God’s 
call because when I took this 
decision to prayer, I felt at 
peace. But while my heart 
feels at peace with the
decision, it also pains my 
heart to be away from my 

family members who have been my whole 
life. I’m giving up homecooked dishes and 
time with my brother and sister. I worry 
now because the more I continue down this 
path, the more I won’t be able to be there 
for my family. Sometimes, it is hard to trust 
in God, but I have to leave my family in 
His hands and trust that He will take care of 
them. It is hard for me, too, because I miss 
being with my family so much. However, 
God blessed me with a loving community at 
DWC. I pray that God will bless my family 
and take care of them and that I will
continue to have faith in God as I follow 
His call here at DWC. 
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Joseph Simbre at DWC’s 
Lunar New Year celebration

LEAVING FAMILY TO
ANSWER THE CALL

Five years ago, I was moving away from my 
hometown for the first time to study at the

University of California in Berkeley.

By: Joseph Simbre
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