
EDUCATING MISSIONARIES

These are the men who were in
formation at Divine Word College Seminary
in Epworth, Iowa; the Divine Word Novitiate
in Techny, Illinois; and the Brother Formation
Program and Divine Word Theologate
in Chicago during the 2022-2023
academic year. 

PRAY
FOR OUR

MEN IN
FORMATION

 Frt. Ryan Mr. John-Edeve  Frt. Betenora Mr. Junior  Mr. Berson Bien-Aime
 Agbim, SVD Augustin Bako Liba, SVD Jean Baptiste

 Frt. Michelet Mr. Uriel Rhys Mr. Antz-Carly Cadet Frt. Christian Frt. John Cho, SVD
 Boncoeur, SVD Briones  Castro, SVD

 Frt. Cruz Frt. Marc Frt. Hoang Do, SVD  Frt. Juntang Frt. Wisno Elie, SVD 
                    Colunga, SVD                  Declama, SVD                        Duan, SVD    

The Divine Word Missionary formation program is designed to guide young men
as they discern their call to religious life. Pray that God continues to strengthen the vocation

in our seminarians and in all who He has called to religious life. 

Growing in community with the Divine Word

 Frt. Kodjo Bro. Joubert Mr. Ladouceur Mr. Peterson Forestal Frt. Arnold
 Emon, SVD Felix, SVD Flarissaint  Formbi, SVD
 

 Mr. Omar Gonzalez Frt. Martin Mr. Wilson Joseph Frt. Brian Frt. Roger
  Herrera, SVD  Junkes, SVD Kyaw Thu, SVD

  Frt. Samuel Deacon Manie Mr. Franciste Mervil Mr. Cederick Frt. Joao Pinda
 Lollar, SVD Manuel, SVD  Morando Neto, SVD

 Frt. Cong Van Mr. Hai Ho Nguyen Novice Hoang Mr. Hung Cong Mr. Long Cao   
 Nquyen, SVD  Huy Nguyen Nguyen Nguyen
       

 Mr. Long Hai Frt. Nam Novice Quoc Nguyen   Frt. Truong Frt. Tuan Hoang
 Ngoc Nguyen Nguyen, SVD  An Nguyen, SVD Nguyen, SVD
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 Bro. Vincent Frt. John Kofi Frt. Friday Mr. Chinh Mr. Kim Hoa Pham
 Nguyen, SVD Nkum, SVD Onoja, SVD Cong Pham 

 Deacon Quang Mr. Kentory Philippe Mr. Miguel Frt. Engelbert Frt. Pedro
 Ngoc Pham, SVD  Toribio Romo Romo Salmon, SVD Saveia, SVD

 Frt. Joseph Mr. Joseph Frt. Boromeo Frt. Zachary Mr. Steve Telisma
 Xuekai Shi, SVD Lucas Simbre Shwe Pyi Soe, SVD Smith, SVD 

Frt. Thong Tran, SVD Mr. Do Tuang  Mr. Marc Frt. Tin Vu, SVD Frt. Tung Vu, SVD
   Anderson Vaval   

 Mr. Hoang Son Vu Mr. Vuong Minh Vu   Frt. Andrew Deacon Jorge Frt. Baruch
   Wang, SVD Zetino, SVD Zinsou, SVD

Divine Word College
Epworth, Iowa

Divine Word Novitiate
Techny, Illinois

Divine Word Brother Formation
Chicago, Illinois

Divine Word Theologate
Chicago, Illinois

Contact Us:
800.553.3321

svdvocations@dwci.edu
www.svdvocations.org

EDUCATING MISSIONARIES

Formation Houses:

Finding 
h o m e
The journey of a seminarian 

in search of his place
in the world

Like many people, Cederick Morando spent years looking for the
place where he belonged.

At 6, he and his family moved to California from the
Philippines. They lived with his faith-filled extended family, 
including grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. He loved 
Japanese animation, playing video games and taking care
of animals.  

At 14, Cederick started exploring his personal relationship
with God and religion. He quickly discovered a new sense 
of purpose. After high school, he went to college for
elementary education, but felt restless. He just wasn’t in
the right place.  

As time passed, Cederick started thinking more and more 
about religious life. He discerned with the Claretians, but 
that didn’t feel like the right fit, either.  

Someone from his parish connected Cederick with an SVD 
Vocation Director and in no time, he was in Epworth, Iowa 
for a Come and See Visit at Divine Word College. That’s 
where things shifted. Cederick said he still can’t quite
explain it, but he felt like he finally found where he
belonged.  

It wasn’t until he enrolled and started settling into his role 
as an SVD candidate that Cederick started recognizing a 
number of signs that perhaps this is where God had been 
calling him to serve all along.  

“My main priority is to seek out God’s will for my life at 
the present moment, always remaining open to where the 
Holy Spirit moves me,” he said. “God knows us more than 
we do and God loves us more than we could ever love
ourselves, so it stands to reason that following His path
is the best way to go.” 

Cederick is interested in teaching, social work or maybe
even serving as a counselor in the future. In May, he
graduated from Divine Word College. Cederick expected
to continue discerning with the SVDs but a sudden,
unexpected shift changed his plans. Still, his faith
remains steady. 

“God takes us in unexpected directions sometimes, the most 
important thing is to keep yourself open to the will of God,” 
he said.  
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