
FRIENDS OF DWC

Joe and Donna Daly have been donating to Divine Word 
College longer than they can remember, but it has for sure 
been more than 30 years. A Divine Word priest was a
family friend, so they heard many stories about the
ministries of the SVD and decided they wanted to help with 
the education of future priests and brothers.

The Dalys, who live in Farley, Iowa, have always counted 
Divine Word as one of their favorite charities because they 
believe it’s important to have more priests, brothers and
sisters serving the Catholic Church around the world. 
“It has always been a priority for us to donate to Divine 
Word,” they said. “We felt it was a good place and needed 
our help. We were both brought up to give back.”

Now, they continue to help because Divine Word Priests 
celebrate so many Masses in the parishes and senior care 
centers in the Epworth area. “Without Divine Word Priests, 

we wouldn’t have as many Masses as we do, we’re thankful 
for that,” Joe said. 

In 2020, Joe and Donna learned they could help the college 
and save themselves income taxes, if they donated from 
their Traditional IRA. At that time, everyone over 70 ½ 
(now the minimum age is 73) was required to take an
annual Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) from their 
IRA. Joe said the process is easy, just make a call to the 
company where you have your IRA and ask them to send a 
donation (this is called a Qualified Charitable Donation or 
QCD) in the amount you want, to your favorite charities. 

We are grateful to Joe and Donna and all of you who help 
Divine Word College with donations from your IRA. Your 
generosity will make a difference for future Divine Word 
students!

If you have any questions about IRA donations, contact 
your IRA custodian, your tax advisor or call Associate
Development Director Mark Singsank at 563-876-0097.

Dalys
help with IRA donations

Supporting Divine Word mission
always a priority for Dalys

Donna and Joe Daly

Who Should I be
and What Should I do

To complete a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) from
a Traditional IRA to a charity, the IRA owner must:
1. 	Already be age 73 on the date of distribution
2.	 Submit a distribution form to the IRA custodian,
	    requesting that the check be made payable directly to
    the charity
3.	 Ensure that no tax withholding is being done from the 

QCD to the charity, as the money must actually go to the 
charity to qualify

Benefits of making donations from your Traditional IRA:
• Saves income taxes •	 Easy to do, just call the company 
where you have your IRA and ask them to send the
donations to your favorite charities

ALUMNI

While summer is for relaxation and 
recharging our energy, it can also be an 
intense time for some of our candidates 
who continually discern their vocations. 
They have to decide to continue with 
their religious missionary vocation or to 
choose another vocation or option.

Each person uses different criteria or 
principles to discern. Some might ask the 
popular question, “Will I find happiness 

in religious life?” Or others, “Will I find myself and be able 
to live truly as who I am?” Still others, “Will I be able to 
achieve all my goals and fulfill all my desires in religious 
life?” For me, as a priest who has been living in missionary 
religious life for many years, I still discern, not so much 
about vocation but rather upon the important decisions I 
have to make. That can include the kinds of ministries I 
do, the locations I visit, the communities I encounter, the 
degrees of responsibilities I accept, and so on. I find the 
most helpful principle for discernment in the question once 
asked by Frederick Buechner, “At what point do my talents 
and deep gladness meet the world’s deepest needs?” This 
question helps me to move beyond my individual universe 
and personal desires, in order to enter into the world that 
God has created for me and all my brothers and sisters.
If our discernment is held captive by our personal
gratification and individual fascination, we can’t see the big 

picture. And it is the big picture that leads us to the
vocation in which we can develop and use all our talents 
for the service of others, and receive that deep gladness 
and lasting joy. Furthermore, the fundamental principle 
for all discernments should be “sacrifices.” All meaningful 
decisions require sacrifices, just as Jesus had sacrificed and 
emptied himself to become one of us for the salvation of 
the world (Phil 2:6-11). 

May our discernment not imprison us in our individual
universe but lead us to the life that contributes to the
building of a world of love, peace, and justice for all.

 “If we worry too much about ourselves,
we won’t have time for others.”

- Mother Teresa of Calcutta

The Divine Word Alumni Association hosted its annual welcome picnic 
for the Divine Word College graduates and students who completed their 
studies at the end of the academic year.

Fr. Thang
Hoang, SVD
Alumni Director

To learn more about the Divine Word
Alumni Association, visit www.svdalumni.org

Whether you are a new alum, or your connection
with the SVD spans several decades, Techny
is a special place. Techny, with its rich legacy

and architectural significance, stands as a
testament to the values we hold dear.

However, as the world evolves, the fate of
this beloved structure remains uncertain.

Feel free to contact our Midwest Region Coordinators:

LET’S GET TOGETHER AT TECHNY ONE LAST TIME.
Plan to attend a one-day,

ALL ALUMNI gathering on:
Saturday, September 9, 2023

More details - including a
schedule and registration

will be coming soon.

Art Roche - rocheart3@msn.com 563-581-6521
Jim Kelly - jmkelly05@yahoo.com 630-346-5819

Jay Canastra - JayCanastra@svdmissions.org 847-909-6598
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