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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Time for prayer?

In January, two young 
men were officially

accepted into the religious 
formation program at Divine 

Word College as SVD candidates. 
On behalf of the Formation Team, 

DWC Rector Fr. Simon Hoang, SVD, 
received and welcomed Andrew

Thanh-Quang Nguyen and Tan “Martin” 
Duy Trinh Nguyen. Andrew is from Seattle 

and Tan is from Vietnam. 

While most new students start in August, Divine 
Word College has welcomed new SVD candidates

in January every year for the past 30 years with the 
exception of 2023 when the effects of the pandemic greatly 

impacted vocations.

“I am so proud of the formation program we have,” Fr. Simon 
said. “Its flexibility and welcoming nature make it possible for us 

to receive new candidates, even in the middle of the academic year. It 
certainly indicates the nature of the call, which does not depend on the 

time and season, but rather on the willingness of the heart that responds to 
God’s invitation.”

Since their arrival, Andrew and Tan have been busy with classes and getting
acquainted with the college community. “Their presence has a great, positive

impact on the group of SVD candidates, as well as the whole student body,” Fr.
Simon said. “They too seem to immerse themselves well into the life of the college,

making friends and participating in daily events at the college. We, as formators, may
have to ‘look up’ to them because of their height, but surely, they may also ‘look up’ to us 

for companionship and 
guidance as they

make their lives 
through formation

programs
as SVD

candidates.”

Welcoming
new candidates

Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD

(Left to right) Andrew Thanh-Quang Nguyen, DWC Rector Fr. Simon 
Hoang, SVD and Tan “Martin” Duy Trinh Nguyen

“Every one of us needs half an hour of prayer each day, except when we are busy—
then we need an hour.” That advice is attributed to St. Francis de Sales, the bishop of
Geneva at the beginning of the 1600’s. He himself was a very busy man, so doubtless he regularly spent 
an hour in prayer and meditation. Every spring, as Easter approaches, I watch for the first sprouts of 
crocus blossoms. I know other flowers will not be far behind. And I am reminded once again that
we live on the threshold of eternity. In eternity we will no longer measure out minutes, hours, days
and years. But now, in this life, days come to us as gifts from God; today is unfolding as you
read this, tomorrow will follow, and the days after will all arrive on time. Such Easter musings
lead me back to the realization that I am already alive forever, so what am I going to do
today? Today there is enough time for prayer, for work and rest, for family, for friends
and strangers.

I kind of like being busy, but I do need to keep in mind St. Francis’ advice to:
“avoid scruples, hurry, and anxiety of mind, which above all things hinder a soul
on the road to spiritual perfection.” Scruples, hurry and anxiety spoil the gift
of time, but those unhappy states can all be transformed when brought to
prayer. Scruples and doubts can become trusting faith, hurry can become
generosity, and worry can turn into intercession and blessing. Life at
Divine Word College is busy! Classes, meetings, studies, friendships,
assignments, ministries, exercise and parties jostle with one another
on our daily calendar. So, everyone here is well-advised to find
 an hour for prayer. Morning and evening prayers, daily Mass,
     bible-sharing, rosaries, Stations of the Cross, Eucharistic
        adoration and quiet meditation are just some of our
            ways of prayer. We take time to notice the river
                of God’s love that flows through us with
                   his precious gifts of time. We pray for
                       you, and are grateful that you pray
                          for us.

God 
dwells 
among us

Fr. Linh Pham, SVD
Development
Office

There is one verse from the Gospel of John that 
truly speaks to the heart of the Church’s Mission: 
“The Word became flesh and made His dwelling 
among us” (John 1:14). Besides testifying to God 
as the Originator of creation, this verse attests to 
God’s mission being constantly at work in
humanity. In this sense, every being and every
life has been touched by God’s creating hand.

All we have to do is look around to see proof 
that God dwells among us. The evidence is in the 
breath of a newborn baby, the quiet resilience of 
an elderly person, and the alertness of a young 
person in pursuit of learning. You can see proof
of God in the perseverance of workers who 
produce goods for the world, the patience of 
companions who assist loved ones in need, and 
the courage of people who stand up for the truth 

amidst opposition. These are all manifestations of 
God being in our midst.

God is undeniably at work in the world through 
the Body of Christ, the Church. It is within the 
Church that the ongoing miracle of the Word
becoming flesh is visible. As a missionary
seminary, Divine Word College actively
participates in this effort, offering concrete witness 
to the presence of the Word. In mid-December, 
eight students graduated and embarked on the 
Church’s Mission in Uganda, Cameroon, Nigeria, 
and Vietnam. Then, in the new year, we
welcomed 13 new students to the college and to 
the task of establishing new dwellings for the 
Word. Life continues, and God is ever-present! 
Thanks be to God for bestowing upon us the gift
of salvation!

You Can Change the World
Leave a gift in your Will to Divine Word College Seminary

No other document is more personal 
than your Will. Through it, you can
provide a gift of lasting value to assist 
the work of Divine Word College
Seminary. 

Since Divine Word opened in 1964, 
hundreds of generous benefactors have 
remembered the College with a gift 
in their Will. Their gifts help educate 
students as they prepare to share God’s 
Word around the world. 

Through your Will, you can assist the 
College in our special mission of
educating Catholic missionaries - young 
men and women who will serve the 
poor, immigrants, the homeless and 
bear witness to Christ. Through your 
Will, you can provide a gift for the 
College in your name or in the name 
of your family or a loved one. Nancy 
Burds, a local Epworth resident, is 
doing just that.

Nancy and her deceased husband Tom, 
became familiar with Divine Word by 
attending Masses, cultural events and 
bringing their kids to use the swimming 
pool. Nancy even taught swimming
lessons to Epworth children in the 

Divine Word pool. Nancy, Tom and 
their kids especially enjoyed the variety 
of foods from around the world served 
at the events. And over the years, the 
Burds family became friends with many 
of the students, priests and brothers.

“I still see some of the students and 
enjoy visiting with them. Some
students visited Tom in our home when 
he was very ill and they always left him 
smiling,” Nancy said.

Nancy and Tom decided to leave a gift 
to the College in their Wills because 
they want to help students with their 
education without any financial
restraints. Nancy is also grateful for all 
of the Divine Word priests who
celebrate Masses at the local parishes.

“This really helps our parish. Without 
them, there would be fewer Masses. We 
truly love and appreciate our Divine 
Word neighbors,” she said. It’s not 
necessary to do so, but if you have no 
objection, we would like to know if you 
have remembered Divine Word College 
Seminary with a gift in your Will. We 
would like to thank you personally for 
your kindness and thoughtfulness.

Message from
Development

If you have any questions or 
would like more information 

about leaving a gift in your Will to 
Divine Word, please contact

Mark Singsank at 563-876-0097 
or singsank@dwci.edu

Nancy Burds
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