
In November, Divine Word College presented the
Presentation Lantern Center in Dubuque with the 2023
Matthew 25 Award to recognize the organization’s
incredible work in improving the lives of immigrants in the 
greater Dubuque area. The Lantern Center offers hospitality, 
educational opportunities and advocacy to 
adult immigrants at no cost. Students there 
can work one-on-one with tutors to improve 
their English skills, prepare for citizenship
exams, learn practical life skills and meet 
people from a variety of cultural backgrounds.
In 2002, the center was opened by the Sisters 
of the Presentation after research showed 
a great need for these types of services in 
the area. Since then, the Lantern Center has 
served more than 1,700 adult immigrants.

“I feel like we’re able to meet the needs of our community 
because of the generosity of our volunteers,” said Megan 
Ruiz, Executive Director of the Lantern Center. Each year, 
volunteers give between 3,000 and 4,300 hours of their time 
at the center.

Among those volunteers are a handful of Divine Word
College students who spend a few hours each week
working directly with immigrants. More than 90 percent of 
the students at Divine Word College are international
students. Many of them know what it’s like to move to the

United States and not speak English, so
they bring a unique perspective to the
people they tutor. 

No matter where the Lantern Center’s 
students go after finishing their studies, 
Ruiz said the impact of the organization is 
a lasting one. “I think it’s neat that they’ll 
probably always carry a piece of Dubuque 
and the Midwest in their hearts wherever 
they go,” she said. Much like the spirit
of the passage from Matthew 25, the staff 

at the Lantern Center have never turned away an immigrant 
seeking the organization’s services. “Nothing compares to 
how rewarding this position is,” Ruiz said. “The adults
who study here, we befriend them and welcome them to the 
community, and they’re just grateful beyond words.”
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(left-to-right): Sr. Corrine Murray PBVM, College President Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD, Executive Director of the Lantern Center Megan Ruiz, and Sr. 
Carmen Hernandez PBVM

The Matthew 25 Award was established at 
DWC in 2001 to honor those in or connected 
to the area, who minister in the spirit of the 
Bible passage Matthew 25:35-36: “For I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, 
ill and you cared for me, in prison and you 
visited me.”
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We asked Ladouceur Flarissaint, a junior majoring in philosophy at 

DWC, to document his routine on January 17, 2024 to give you a 

glimpse into what his daily life is like as a seminarian. 

Last semester, DWC Student Angel 
Rodriguez Fuentes tutored immigrants 
at the Lantern Center for his Ministry 
Practicum.

6:30 a.m. 
I wake up and do my personal prayers. As a 

seminarian, I consider personal prayer to be 

the best way to start my day.

7 a.m.
I take a shower and head to the Main Chapel 

to join the community for morning prayer.

7:45 a.m.
I always arrive 15 minutes

before daily Mass to set up 

the visual aids and the sound 

system. It’s my community 

service at the seminary to type 

the readings, psalms, Gospels, 

and songs in PowerPoint. Then 

I present them on TV screens 

during Eucharistic celebrations. 

8:45 a.m.
Right after Mass, I go to the dining room

and make a tray of food for my mentee

and deliver it to his room because he’s sick. 

Then, I return to the dining hall for

breakfast.

9:00 a.m.
I go to my Divine Simplicity and the Trinity 

class.

10:00 a.m.
I take a break to prepare for my next class.

7 p.m.
I prepare the PowerPoint and visual aids for 
the following day’s Mass.

7:30 p.m.
I meet back up with my Formation Group 
and our formator. Each week, we discuss a 
topic or hear from a speaker. On this night, 
we review our program for the new semester. 

8:30 p.m.
I catch up on homework, emails, 
and messages from family and 
friends back in Haiti. 

11:30 p.m.
I go to bed and do my personal prayers to 
thank God for the day and ask Him to
protect me during the night.

12 p.m.
I deliver another meal to my mentee and check 
on him before joining the large community for 
lunch. 

1 p.m.
I attend Epistemology class, a branch of
philosophy concerned with knowledge. 

2 p.m. 
I take a 30-minute nap.Sometimes when we have long days full of commitments, DWC students take short naps to stay alert and focused. 

3 p.m.
I attend Cross-Cultural       Psychology class.4:30 p.m.

I exercise for 30 minutes on the treadmill. 
Physical health has been a priority for Divine 
Word Missionaries since the congregation was 
founded, so candidates are encouraged to stay 
fit and active.

6 p.m.
I go to the Main Chapel for evening prayer.6:15 p.m.

I take my mentee his supper, then join my
formation group for dinner. We get 
together for a meal once each week.
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