
Fr. Julenord Clervil, ST 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

A.A. Intercultural Studies
• Plans after graduation? I will serve 
at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in 
Georgia.  
• What is one lesson you learned at 

DWC that you will carry with you into the future? We 
are all different because of our own stories. Everyone 
is trying to grow and become better in their own way. 
So, we cannot look at others the same way we look 
at ourselves because they have different experiences 
and struggles. To live and work together, we need to 
cultivate empathy.

Fr. Georges Mukangu Midiangu 
Limete, Democratic Republic of Congo

A.A. Intercultural Studies
• Plans after graduation? I will begin 
employment with the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque.
• How has your time at DWC prepared 

you to serve people from diverse backgrounds? I had a 
rewarding experience at DWC, gaining knowledge and 
intercultural insights that will enhance my effectiveness as 
a missionary beyond my time here.

Frt. Nam Duy Nguyen, SVD 
Dong Nai, Vietnam

A.A. Interdisciplinary Studies
• Plans after graduation? I am 
beginning a new chapter at Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago to 
pursue a Master of Divinity. 
• What are you most excited about as 

you move forward? I am completing a stage of my life 
journey to move forward to a new one. What makes me 
most excited is that I do not know what God is guiding 
me to do or where He is leading me to go, but I know I 
am always in His plan.

Kim Hoa Pham 
Qui Nhon, Vietnam

A.A. Interdisciplinary Studies
• Plans after graduation? I’m heading 
to Mexico for a mission experience 
with Fr. Anthony Cong Nguyen, SVD, 
then off to Houston for my sister’s 

wedding. Finally, I’ll go back to Vietnam to hug my 
grandma and reunite with extended family and friends —
if they still remember me after eight years!
• How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds? DWC taught me that 
living in an intercultural community is like being part of 
a giant, crazy, wonderful family — you learn, you laugh, 
you sometimes get confused... but most of all, you grow 
in love, patience, and understanding. 

Peter Mathias Brungardt 
Atlanta, USA 

Certificate of Pre-Theology
• Plans after graduation? I will work in 
the Atlanta area before applying to the 
SVD Novitiate.
• What are you most excited about as 

you move forward? I am most excited to share what I have 
learned and the cultural experiences I’ve gained at DWC, 
while continuing to prepare myself for my vocation.

Andrew Thanh-Quang Nguyen 
Seattle, USA

Certificate of Pre-Theology
• Plans after graduation? I will go 
home and visit family and friends, visit 
Vietnam for the first time, and then go 
to the SVD Novitiate at Techny,  
if accepted.

• How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds? I have learned to serve 
other people. I need to be humble enough to be served 
by others and to be aware of how others are serving me 
every day.
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A proverb says, “One finger 
cannot lift a pebble.” Indeed, at 
Divine Word College, our mission 
has always been grounded in 
collaboration — between the Divine 
Word Missionaries and the laity, and especially with our 
alumni, who carry the spirit of the Society of the Divine 
Word into every corner of the world. This partnership is 
not only practical but also deeply spiritual, rooted in our 
shared calling to proclaim the Gospel and serve God’s 
people wherever we are.

A recent alumni survey revealed the many ways our 
graduates continue to live out this mission. They are 
lay leaders, deacons, religious, educators, healthcare 
professionals, and faithful disciples — embodying the 
missionary spirit in diverse settings. One particularly 
moving example is a team of four volunteers — three of 
them SVD alumni — who courageously traveled to war-
torn Ukraine to teach English. In doing so, they offered 
not just education, but a ray of hope to people living 
amid fear and uncertainty. Their witness is a powerful 
testament to the strength of a community formed in faith 
and united in mission.

This summer, we also pause to honor two individuals 
whose quiet, steadfast service has deeply enriched our 
college. After 26 years of teaching, Dr. Ronald Condon, 
assistant professor of philosophy, is retiring — leaving  
behind a legacy of intellectual rigor and personal  
integrity. We also give thanks for Ms. Phyllis Urbain, 

who is retiring after 45 years of dedicated service in the 
Development Office. Their commitment reminds us that 
our mission thrives through the tireless efforts of many 
generous hands and hearts.

As we celebrate these legacies, we also look forward 
to our All-Alumni Reunion, taking place August 29–31 
over Labor Day weekend. This special gathering is a 
time to reconnect with old friends, share stories, and 
renew the bonds that unite us. More importantly, it’s a 
chance to reflect on how we can continue supporting 
each other and advancing Christ’s mission in the world.

We warmly invite our alumni from DWC and all minor 
seminaries to come home to Divine Word College as 
we celebrate our shared journey, honor those who have 
served, and renew our commitment to building the 
Kingdom of God — together.

By Fr. Thang Hoang, SVD 
Alumni Association Director

FAITH IN

Celebrating Collaboration, 
Service, and Reunion

ALL-ALUMNI REUNION WEEKEND
Divine Word College • Epworth, Iowa

“Individually, we are one drop. 
Together, we are an ocean.”  

– Ryunosuke Satoro
August 29–31, 2025 
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Development Office Secretary Phyllis Urbain 
and Dr. Ron Condon, now Assistant Professor 
Emeritus of Philosophy, celebrated their well-
earned retirements together this spring.

SCAN HERE TO REGISTER




