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THE PRESIDENT   
Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD 

Missionary Spirituality – Did You Miss the Boat?
It is exam week, and the air is thick with anxiety over grades. While that is 
normal, some students take it to an extreme.  

I often propose a thought experiment to students at DWC: If you had 
to choose between receiving an A in a subject while learning very little, 
or receiving a B- but opening yourself to a world of transformative 
knowledge, what would you choose? For students worldwide, this is 
a true-life test. It is especially poignant for those raised in East Asian 
educational systems – such as China, Vietnam, Korea, Japan – where 
grades are EVERYTHING. This system, developed under Confucian 
influence, puts tremendous stress on examination results. Ironically, these 
exams were originally designed to ensure merit over connections with 
family or friends, yet they can create a different burden.

Throughout the year, I have suggested an essential metric for missionary 
success. I ask: “Have you made a friend outside of your ethnic group?” 
This is the core test of intercultural competence. Sadly, many students find 
they cannot name a single close friend who is different from them.

Years ago, I fell into the “get-an-A 
trap” myself. Looking back on my 
college years, I wish I had spent more 
of myself cultivating friendship. I 
“missed the boat,” as they say, on the 
learning that happens outside of the 
classroom. I had a huge appetite for 
readings, papers, & exams; I earned 
the A’s, but I missed out on so many 
friends around me.

Last week’s Gospel readings focused 
on Jesus’ teaching at the Last Supper. 

mailto:info@dwci.edu


2

LOGTHE

He emphasized the core of human and godly existence: 
“This is my commandment: love one another as I love 
you” (Jn 15). Courageous openness to others, loving, 
is the foundation of intercultural growth. During the 
Sunday liturgy, Fr. Betanora Bako Liba SVD cited a 
moving hymn by the late Archbishop of Lome, Togo, 
Nicodème Barrigah-Benissan (1963-2024):

Intelligence without love produces perversion. 
Justice without love makes one unforgiving.
Gentleness without love becomes hypocrisy.
Success without love becomes arrogance.
Wealth without love becomes greed.
Obedience without love makes one a slave.
Beauty without love becomes ridiculous.
Truth without love becomes wounding.
Authority without love turns a person into a tyrant.
Law without love becomes dictatorship.
Faith without love becomes extremism.
The Cross without love is torture.

Only love is worthy of faith.
Only love fills us with joy.
Only love shows us the way.
Yes, love is the right choice.

To this I would add, in a less poetic voice, an “A” 
without love is missing the boat. If you’ve spent too 
much of this semester focused only on the grade, don’t 
worry – there is another boat arriving today. Look 
around, reach out, and be sure to get on board!

Student Reflection
Fr. Antoine Iyemangebe, SVD is completing his 
studies in English Language this semester. Soon he 
will be in the SVD Southern Province in full time 
ministry. We wish him the very best. Antoine offers the 
accompanying reflection about the importance of inner 
quiet. Everyone who has gone through the long and 
challenging process of learning a new language will 
recognize the precious moment of silence-quiet about 
which he writes.

Silence and the True Church
These days, many people love making noise wherever 
they are. Few, however, naturally accept being silent. 
Still, in my experience, it seems that the True Church 
is one place where even the noisiest people pause, 
show respect, and become quiet.

One day, while meditating in the Church, I asked 
myself why those who love making noise elsewhere 
do not do so in the True Church. This question leads 
me to reflect on why the True Church calls for silence, 
and what the True Church truly is.

According to the Bible and the 
Catechism, the True Church is the 
Bride of Christ [Revelation 21:2, 
9; 22:17] and the Body of Christ 
[Ephesians 4:12–13]. The True 
Church is built by Jesus. It is a place, 
a community, that guides people to 
live according to God’s Word. Jesus 
entrusted Peter with the mission to 

continue His work when He said, “You are Peter, and 
on this rock, I will build my Church” [Matthew 16:18]. 
This means the True Church originates with Jesus, 
passes through Peter and the apostles, and continues in 
and through us today.

When we enter the Church building, we encounter the 
tabernacle, where Jesus remains present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Those who are aware of this presence are 
naturally inclined to avoid disturbances because they 
recognize the sacredness of God’s dwelling. While 
God values exuberance, noise, and babies, silence and 
reverence are also needed. True silence in the Church 
arises from listening to God first. Whoever trusts in 
God will seek to hear Him before speaking.

The best kind of silence comes from God. We can 
close our mouths, but our hearts can still be noisy. 
Conversely, we can remain calm outwardly while 

What Manner of Man by Del Parson

Fr. Antoine
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distractions and chatter around us persist. This shows 
that merely restraining speech is not true silence, and 
controlling thoughts is not complete silence either. 
True silence originates from God, who is always 
present in the True Church. This mystical silence is a 
gift we may receive when we are deeply connected to 
Him in prayer and worship. This reflection invites us 
to deepen our relationship with God through prayer. 
Children of God are called to seek Him, remain in 

His presence, and follow His Word. Encountering 
God requires silence—listening without distraction, 
opening our hearts with joy and peace. True silence 
draws us closer to God and allows us to enjoy the 
beauty of being in His presence. 

Without this mystical silence, we cannot fully 
experience the life-giving presence of God. Let us seek 
God with a spirit of silence that allows us to connect 
with Him without disturbance.

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
Dr. Joshua Young 

Commencement: With all Rights, 
Privileges, and Responsibilities 
Appertaining Thereunto
There is a lot of work as we prepare for graduation 
this Friday, and nearly everyone has the privilege and 
responsibility to prepare. This year, we will hold the 
110th Commencement Ceremony held at Divine Word 

College. The Class of 2026 has chosen 
the theme “Go and Make Disciples,” a 
fitting tribute to the academic training 
and spiritual formation of our college 
graduates. Commencement exercises 
are a long tradition adapted from 
religious celebrations of monastic 
communities. This year, the Class of 
2026 chose Angel Rodriquez Fuentes 
as the valedictorian. 

The valedictorian traditionally 
provides remarks on behalf of the 
graduating class about their time at the 
school. Angel’s speech is no exception 
and will capture just a snapshot of the 
Class of 2026’s unique experiences. 
Archbishop Thomas Zinkula will be 
this year’s commencement speaker. 
Archbishop Zinkula has been an 
important advocate for a missionary 

church, and he will surely bring that message to our 
campus during graduation. In addition, the platform 
party includes the College President, Fr. Tom, and the 

Chair of the Board of Trustees, Fr. Adam Oleszczuk, 
SVD, and the Vice President of Academic Affairs 
serves as the master of ceremonies. In addition to 
the platform party, musicians and marshalls play 
an important part in making the ceremony special. 
Student marshalls carry in the academic discipline 
banners representing the various certificate and degree 
programs offered by the college. The faculty marshall, 
Mr. Larry Udry for 2026, is the winner of the Fr. 
Charles Malin Excellence in Teaching Award. His job 
is to lead the faculty in and to represent the teaching 
excellence of the College. 

However, I also want to highlight and show our 
appreciation for all the people you don’t see in the 
ceremony that have responsibilities to graduation; 
people that often do not get thanked enough and who 
see their contribution as a privilege. A special thank 
you to the Public Relations team and to the Registrar’s 
Office. Both offices begin working on graduation many 
months in advance, printing diplomas and certificates, 
coordinating academic regalia, preparing programs, 
sending invitations, etc. Additionally, the housekeeping, 
maintenance, and kitchen staff make sure that our 
facilities and food are top notch for hosting our many 
visitors and making the day special for our graduates 
and their families. 

Finally, a thank you to all the other support staff, 
business, development, and president’s office, that 
support our students. Being in a community involves 
rights, privileges, and responsibilities. As we celebrate 
our graduates, let us remember that everyone 
contributes to mission. 

Angel 
Rodriquez 

Fuentes

Archbishop 
Zinkula
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Reflections on a Productive Year
As we wrap up this academic year, it is impressive to 
see how much we have accomplished together. We’ve 
successfully hit major accreditation milestones and 
clarified our goals for the future. 

This progress is a direct result of your transparency 
and your dedication to our students. As we head into 
the summer, let’s celebrate and look forward to the 
new ideas ahead. Thank you for helping us build a 
clearer and stronger institution.

The Road Ahead: Fall 2026
As we look toward the next semester, I have 
highlighted our key goals for the fall. By organizing 
these reviews now, we can stay focused on academic 
excellence and support our programs effectively. 
Looking forward to an amazing year with you all!

Fall 2026 Assessment Calendar
Rubric Reviews	 CORE 2 (Written & Oral)
			   BA/ICS/1 & AA/ICS/1
			   BA/PHI/4
			   BA/THM/4, & CF/PHI/4        
         
Signature Assignments
Collecting		  BA/ICS/2 & AA/ICS/2
 
Assessing		  BA/ICS/3
 
Program Reviews	 Philosophy Program Review
			   CEA Accreditation -		
			   (IELI Program)     

** Early preparation of signature assignment 
artifacts over the summer can significantly 
streamline the Fall reporting process. Please reach 
out for any rubric clarification!

DWC Student Receives Honor 
Society Fellowship
Sr. Monica Wanjiru Kabiru, SE has been awarded 
a Delta Epsilon Sigma Fellowship for 2026-2027. 
Delta Epsilon Sigma (DES) is the national Catholic 
education honor society, recognizing students at 
Catholic colleges and universities for outstanding 

academic achievement and for missionary service. 
DES offers members competitive scholarships and 
fellowships for students pursuing graduate school 
upon graduation from their undergraduate studies. Sr. 
Monica is one of only nine students from across the 
United States to receive this prestigious fellowship. 
Congratulations, Sr. Monica!
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VICE PRESIDENT FOR FORMATION/DEAN OF STUDENTS  
Fr. Tuan Hoang, SVD 

Finals Week
Finals week is here, and I would like to wish all of you 
the very best as you prepare for your exams. I know this 
will be a busy and stressful time, so please remember 
to take time to rest, relax, and pray. The finals week 
schedule has been posted on the bulletin board.

Please also remember that we will have two Masses 
each day from Monday through Thursday. The DWC 
community will continue to keep all of you in our 
prayers during this important week.

DWC Mass of Thanksgiving and 
Commencement
This Friday, May 15, 2026, we will celebrate 
Commencement in honor of our graduating students 
who have worked diligently over the past several years 
to reach this important milestone. We are also grateful 
for their dedication and service to Divine Word 
College in many different ways.

To celebrate this special occasion, we will begin with 
a Mass of Thanksgiving at 8:00 a.m., followed by the 
Commencement Ceremony at 10:30 a.m. A light lunch 
will be served after the ceremony.

All students are required to attend both the Mass of 
Thanksgiving and the Commencement Ceremony. 
Please come dressed in formal or religious attire.

Summer Vacation
After DWC’s 2026 Commencement, you are 
free to begin your summer vacation. Please 
pay attention to the times scheduled for room 
inspections by the Deans.

I would also like to remind you of the following 
before you begin your summer:

•	 Students returning for the 2026–2027 
academic and formation year should 
store their belongings in the student 
storage room on the ground floor and 
clearly label all items with their names. 
All rooms must be thoroughly cleaned 
before departure. 

•	 Students staying for the Summer 
Placement Program or the Summer 
IELI Program have received a 
personal email with their summer room 
assignments. Please move into your 
assigned rooms as soon as they become 
available. The summer schedule for 
dishwashing and community service, 
effective Saturday, May 23, 2026, will be 
posted later this week.

•	 Please return your dormitory key to me 
before leaving for summer vacation or 
when moving into your assigned summer 
room. Your deposit will be returned once 
the key has been returned. 

I wish all of you a restful, safe, and wonderful 
summer!
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VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADMISSIONS 
Len Uhal

Admissions Office
Students, we need your help… 
Spread the word about the SVD 
and Divine Word College!

There’s an old saying: We 
never vacation from our 
vocation. One aspect of our 
vocation by the virtue of our 
baptism is that we are called 
to invite others to be Jesus’ 
disciples. Indeed, some may 
be considering a religious 
vocation. Here are three things 
you can do to help spread the 
word and help the Vocations/
Admissions Office:

•	 Take some literature with you this summer and 
give to those who are interested or put it on a 
back table at a church (after getting permission!).

•	 If given the chance, talk about your vocation to 
small groups (youth groups) and let them know 
that you’re studying at Divine Word College.

•	 Personally invite someone to consider a religious 
vocation with the SVD or consider attending 
Divine Word College. Give their names to the 
vocation office. Remember, there is a $200 
stipend for DWC students who refer SVD 
candidates who eventually enter formation.

Faculty and Staff…We 
need your help too!
Please take note of the Good 
Neighbor Scholarship—there 
is information by the front 
entrance about the scholarship. 
DWC offers a scholarship 
to people of any age in the 
greater Epworth area (within 
daily driving distance) who 

are interested in earning an AA Degree. Do you 
know of a young person who graduated from high 
school and would like to earn an AA Degree? What 
about someone who is older and always wanted 
to go to college, but wasn’t able? This might be a 
perfect opportunity for them to consider the Good 
Neighbor Scholarship that allows for an AA Degree 
in Intercultural Studies, Theology and Mission or 
Interdisciplinary Studies. Please contact Len Uhal for 
more information and to get brochures you can share 
with others.

Also, as an employee benefit, faculty and full-time 
staff and their spouses and children can take classes 
at Divine Word College free of charge. If you’ve 
always wanted to learn more about a topic in theology, 
like world religions, or take a music course or study 
Spanish, maybe now is the time. Consider registering 
for a class at DWC next semester.

Have a great summer!
Congratulations to our graduates! Congratulations to 
all who are leaving Divine Word College and moving 
on to new adventures! No matter what you do this 
summer, have fun! Rest, relax, and re-create! We’re 
looking forward to seeing everyone back in August! 
And be ready to welcome our new students!!
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Graduation Reminders: 
•	 All Graduates and Banner Bearers are required to attend a practice on Wednesday, May 13 at 5:30 PM 

in the Main Chapel.

Friday, May 15
•	 Early breakfast will be served in the SVD Dining Room. 
•	 Mass of Thanksgiving - 8:00 AM
•	 Commencement - 10:30 AM
•	 Mass and Commencement will be livestreamed on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@DWCEpworth

https://www.youtube.com/@DWCEpworth


8

LOGTHE

In Gratitude for Br. Tony 
Kreinus, SVD
This week marks the retirement of Br. Tony, who 
has served as librarian at Divine Word College for 
33 years. During that time, he played a steady and 
important role in the work of the library.

Br. Tony was responsible for periodicals and 
interlibrary loan services, facilitating access to 
journals, newspapers, magazines, and books. His 
service represents a significant chapter in the history of 
the library.

I am grateful for Br. Tony’s many years of service to 
Divine Word College and wish him well as he enters 
retirement.

New Interactive Library Tool: 
Find the Right Source Faster
The Matthew Jacoby Library has added a new 
interactive tool to the library website (opac.
dwci.edu) to help students choose the right place 
to begin their research. By answering a few short 
questions about their assignment and subject 
area, students receive suggestions for the most 
appropriate library resources to use.

The tool is meant to help students get started 
more quickly and reduce confusion about which 
database, source, or service will be most useful. 
It does not replace research help, but points 
students toward a good first option.

This tool is still in development, and feedback is 
welcome as it continues to be improved.
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May Graduates
Sr. Monica Kabiru, SE
Nairobi, Kenya
B.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation: I will pursue 
further studies.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
My interactions with people from different cultures gave 
me an opportunity to learn and grow in my journey.

Sr. Marietha Kimaro, OSS
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania
B.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation: Further study 
and work.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
My time at Divine Word College has been not only an 
academic formation but also a spiritual one, leading to 
a transformative encounter with Christ in others.

Mr. Angel Luis Rodriguez Fuentes
Baytown, Texas
B.A. Philosophy
Plans after graduation: Continue my 
discernment process in the novitiate 
program with the SVD.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
Through the different ministries offered at the college, 
I believe I am prepared to serve in any setting.

Sr. Yvette Shey, SST
Kumba, Cameroon
B.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation: I will return to 
my country, Cameroon.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
At DWC, my faith has matured alongside a growing 
appreciation for cultural and religious diversity. This 
experience has shaped in me a more contemplative 
and inclusive spirit, enabling me to encounter people 
of different traditions with humility, openness, and a 
sense of our shared humanity in God.

Sr. Thuong Thi Pham, LHC-V
Nghe An, Vietnam
A.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation: I will continue 
to study at another school.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
DWC taught me about the ability to adapt to 
multicultural environments, as well as respect for human 
dignity in every circumstance that unfolds in this world.

Frt. Xuekai Shi, SVD
Baoding, China
A.A. Intercultural Studies
Plans after graduation: I will go to the 
Catholic Theological Union to continue 
my studies.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
My time at DWC has prepared me to serve people from 
diverse backgrounds by teaching me to listen actively 
and respect each person’s unique experiences and needs.

Mr. Tan Duy Trinh Nguyen
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Certificate in Pre-Theology
Plans after graduation:  I plan to pursue 
further studies.

What are you most excited about as you move forward? 
God’s will in my life.
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Mr. Truong Van Nguyen
Thanh Hoa, Vietnam
Certificate in Pre-Theology
Plans after graduation: If accepted, 
I will go to Techny for one year of 
Novitiate.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
A lesson in accepting one another’s differences.

Mr. Joseph Quang Trung Vu
Roseville, California 
Certificate in Pre-Theology
Plans after graduation: God willing, if 
accepted, I will go to Techny, Illinois to 
begin the Novitiate year for the SVDs.

How has your time at DWC prepared you to serve 
people from diverse backgrounds?
I have learned to see people from different 
backgrounds as a fellow brother or sister in Christ.

December Graduates
Bro. Quoc Bao Le, OCist
Khanh Hoa, Vietnam
B.A. Philosophy
Plans after graduation: Continue my 
studies in an M.Div. and theology 
program at a university where I have 

secured a full scholarship for approximately three and 
a half years or longer.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
The most important lesson I have learned at DWC 
is the importance of a sincere welcome, as DWC 
has welcomed people from around the world with 
hospitality and kindness. There is no difference among 
us because we study, work, eat, and share together in 
a school. At DWC, I feel like I’m at home because 
everyone supports each other with their abilities. 
I think that everyone here has the same beat of a 
compassioned heart; therefore, they accompany others’ 
needs with love. I will never forget the meaningful 
lessons I learned and experienced at DWC, as they 
will be significant in my future journey. I will keep 
everyone in my heart and my prayers.

Sr. Comfort Nguyongo, SON
Makurdi, Nigeria
B.A. Intercultural Studies and B.A. 
Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation: I moved to 
Pennsylvania to begin my OPT experience.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
Having led various groups during my time here at 
DWC, one lesson I have learned and would like to carry 
with me into the future is the importance of patience. 

Sr. Van Hong Thi Nguyen, MQP
Ban Me Thuot City, Vietnam
B.A. Intercultural Studies
Plans after graduation:  I will earn a 
Master’s in Spiritual Direction from 
Loyola University in Chicago. 

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
It is difficult to choose just one lesson, but I have 
learned how to balance my life—academically, 
spiritually, and within the community.

Sr. Xuan Thi Nguyen, MQP
B.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation:  
I plan to continue my studies, trusting 
in God's guidance for my next steps.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
One simple but meaningful lesson I carry with me is 
the importance of greeting others with openness:
"Hello, I am Xuan Nguyen—what is your name?"
This small gesture has opened many doors to 
friendship, understanding, and connection.

Sr. Anh Nguyet Thi Pham, LHC
Bao Loc, Vietnam
B.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation:  I will pursue 
further education. 

What are you most excited about as you move 
forward? 
I am excited to explore new experiences and new 
responsibilities. 
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Mr. Do Kim Tuang
Kalay, Myanmar
B.A. Philosophy
Plans after graduation:  I find myself 
standing at a meaningful threshold, 

shaped by grace, struggle, growth, and countless 
quiet transformations. My next steps are simple but 
profound: I will return home to Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
spend time with my family, continue my academic 
studies, and, if God wills, enter the seminary for the 
Diocese of Tulsa.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
One profound lesson is recognizing the limits of 
ethnocentrism. I have learned that a heart closed off 
to other cultures cannot be a home for God. Just as 
water and oil cannot mix, a spirit of superiority cannot 
coexist with divine love. This realization continually 
calls me to examine myself, to let go of narrowness, 
and to cultivate a heart of acceptance, understanding, 
and authentic openness. It is a lesson I will carry with 
me for the rest of my life. Formation, I know, does not 
end here; it simply changes its classroom. And as I 
step out, I carry with me the quiet hope that everything 
DWC has planted will continue to grow—slowly, 
faithfully, in God’s own time.

Sr. Yolette Dorce, SSpS
Petion-Ville, Haiti
A.A. Theology & Mission
Plans after graduation:  
As a religious sister, my next step 

depends on where I am asked to go and serve. It may 
be further study, joining another program, or starting 
work in a mission. I pray to the Holy Spirit about that, 
and I am ready to go wherever I am sent.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
The importance of community—working together, 
sharing gifts, and supporting one another in all things.

Frt. Cong Van Nguyen, SVD
Nghe An Province, Vietnam
A.A. Interdisciplinary Studies
Plans after graduation: Continue studies 
at the Catholic Theological Union and 
formation at the Theologate in Chicago.

What is one lesson you learned at DWC that you will 
carry with you into the future? 
I learned the importance of being present—listening, 
showing up, and serving others with joy, humility, 
and compassion.



12

LOGTHE



2026 SUMMER DAILY SCHEDULE  
Divine Word College 

 
Monday – Friday 
 

6:30 AM  Breakfast   
11:30 AM  Lunch  
   6/1-7/10  Lunch at 11:20 am (ESL Students) 
   5/26 – 8/7 Lunch at 12:00 pm (Summer Workers) 

 5:00 PM  Eucharist  
5:30 PM  Supper  

 
Saturday 
 

8:00 AM  Eucharist 
8:30 AM   Breakfast   
NOON  Lunch   
5:30 PM  Supper  

 
Sunday 
 

8:00 AM  Breakfast 
10:00 AM  Eucharist 
11:00 AM   Brunch 
5:30 PM  Supper 

  
Both morning prayer and evening prayer will be private during the summer.  
 

Staff on call: 
 

Fr. Tuan Hoang, SVD                                     May 16, 2026 to May 22, 2026 
Fr. Sonny De Class, SVD      May 23, 2026 to June 4, 2026 

 Fr. Betenora Bako Liba, SVD     June 5, 2026 to June 15, 2026 
 Fr. Tuan Hoang, SVD      June 16, 2026 to July 1, 2026 
 Fr. Betenora Bako Liba, SVD     July 2, 2026 to July 14, 2026 

Fr. Sonny De Class, SVD      July 15, 2026 to July 27, 2026 
Fr. Tuan Hoang, SVD                                     July 28, 2026 to August 9, 2026 

 
 

Effective Saturday, May 16, 2026 
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