
Congratulations Class of ‘19 
Sr. Trang Nguyen, CDM
Vietnam

• BA Philosophy
• Future Plan: Ministry in the U.S.

Tuan Van Nguyen
Vietnam

• BA Philosophy
• Future Plan: Study for the priesthood

Thong Tran
United States

• BA Philosophy
• Future Plan: Attend the SVD 
 Novitiate at Techny

Francis Wambua
Kenya

• BA Philosophy
• Future Plan: Study for the priesthood

Fr. Wilfrid Valiance
Indonesia

• AA Intercultural Studies 
• Future Plan: Pursue PhD

Frt. Andrew Wang, SVD
China

• AA Intercultural Studies
• Future Plan: Continue studies for SVD 
 priesthood
 

Student scholarships: 
Mark Varghese and Phuc Truong – Fr. Chester Nowicki, SVD, Scholarships 

Michelet Boncoeur – Mr. Alfred Hughes Scholarship
Joubert Felix  – Fr. Francis Kamp, SVD, Scholarship

Sam Lollar and Sr. Tram Tran, IHM – Presidential Scholarships

Two new scholarships, endowed by SVD alum
                        Dr. Richard Mani, were awarded for the first time. 

Baruch Zinsou and Tung Vu  – 
Fr. Edmund Francis Morman, SVD, Scholarships

Wisvel Joseph and Friday Onoja  – Mr. Amedeo Cacciamani Scholarships 

Other Student Honors:
Ms. Ngan Vu – Saint Arnold Janssen, SVD, Award for Oral Presentation  

Huy Nguyen, Kodjo Emon, and Sr. Trang Nguyen, CDM –
Liturgical Music Awards

At the annual Awards and Recognition Luncheon, on Thursday, May 2,
President Fr. Tom Ascheman, SVD, and Academic Dean Fr. John Szukalski, SVD, 

honored students, faculty and staff. 

Students, Faculty and Staff Honored

 Faculty and Staff Awards:
Dr. Yasmin Rioux 

Professional Presentation Award
Dr. Marilyn Taylor 

Rev. Malin Excellence in Teaching Award
Dr. Mathew Kanjirathinkal and 

Len Uhal 
Fr. Michael Hutchins, SVD, Excellence in 

Leadership Awards
Rob Kundert 

Donna Puccio Distinguished Service Award 
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DWC Photo Gallery
Divine Word College seminarians (l-r) Truong An Nguyen, Nam 
Nguyen, and Hien Van Nguyen do some heavy lifting at St. Patrick 
parish in Fort Wayne, Indiana. The three were part of the 2019 
Spring Ministry Trip. Eighteen seminarians used their spring break 
to fan out in groups to help at SVD parishes in Chicago, Fort 
Wayne, Memphis, St. Louis and Gassaway, West Virginia.

Assistant Professor of Music Dr. Evelyn Dias (back center) performs 
at the piano as Bro. Brian McLauchlin, SVD, turns the pages during 
the chamber concert she organized for the Divine Word College 
community on March 26. Joined on violin by Dr. Amanda Wilton of 
Creighton University and University of Iowa tenor Mason Montuoro, 
they presented works of César Franck, Vaughan Williams, Arvo Pärt, 
and Tigran Mansurian.

More than 200 friends and benefactors of Divine Word College 
listen to a presentation by Fr. Adam MacDonald, SVD, during the 
2019 Donor Appreciation Mass and Luncheon on April 7. The 
annual event is a way to thank our benefactors who support our 
students through their contributions. Every student at Divine Word 
receives some level of financial aid, which is funded in part by
your donations. 

Referee Bro. Larry Kieffer, SVD, 83, tosses the tip-off for
seminarians Tomerot Lambert and Ryan Agbim at an intramural  game
in early April. A basketball player during his youth in nearby Bellevue, 
Iowa, he enjoyed coaching youth basketball during his nearly 50 years 
on mission in Papua New Guinea. Bro. Larry retired to Divine Word 
College, where he still likes to keep his hand in the game. 

The Easter Bunny hopped in for a visit to the Jacoby Library over 
Easter weekend. Bracketed by seminarians Ryan Agbim (l) and 
Justin Ballengee along with Fr. Stephan Kha Nguyen, SVD (r), they 
posed for a photo before launching an all-out search for librarian 
Daniel Williams, who was nowhere to be found…or was he?  
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