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Lessons in Letters Home

Divine Word College lives 
up to its role helping young 
men discover God’s call to 
religious missionary life. 

Among the Class of ‘19—
you can see the graduates 
on pages 2-3—are four
young men who will move 
on to the SVD Novitiate at 
Techny, along with an 
associate student with a 
previous degree.

They follow in the 
footsteps of three former 
students— Fathers Charles 
Moat, SVD; Bau Nguyen, 
SVD; and Victorin Oussoi, 
SVD—who were ordained 
on May 25. 

Congratulations to all!

They were bundled in a dresser drawer for 
decades—letters home from two sons who 
joined the U.S. Army Air Corps around the time 
of Pearl Harbor. In 1985, that drawer’s jumbled 
contents was purchased at auction by Dr. 
Marilyn Taylor, associate professor of 
writing. The letters were saved but set 
aside, so though they were first read 
in the early 1940s, the words on 
each page were not seen again … 
until this semester. 

The letters formed the basis of a 
unique educational experience for 
Taylor’s freshman writing class, 
thirteen international students, who 
pulled together these pieces of a family’s 
personal history during a time of war. Each 
student received specific letters, one at a time 
and in chronological order, to read and
understand. They had to do interviews, look up 
terms, learn about the war… and be curious. 
  
“Those are the skills they need to do research,” 
Taylor said. “What do you want to know? Where 
do you look for it?” 

Partnering with a seasoned SVD, each student 
would open an assigned letter, read it aloud, 

discuss it, ask questions and later transcribe it. 
From dated terms and family relationships, to 
military life, censorship and the war—all raised 
questions. Then they would write papers about 
what they learned.

The students also interviewed local 
veterans, like U.S Navy Chief

Petty Officer Bill Mausser,
Retired (pictured above in 
uniform), who spoke to the class 
about his military experiences
in the reserves. Epworth

veteran Neal McDermott sat 
down with seminarian Lam

Nguyen and Sr. Phuong Phan, FMV. 
Both their families are rooted in

Da Nang where McDermott was stationed
during the Vietnam War.

“What are the odds of that happening?”
McDermott said. “They asked some good 
questions and I was more than happy to be here.”

Perhaps the strength of the project was the 
reality of the letters. They are personal and 
authentic. “I knew this was going be
interesting,” Taylor said, “but it went far beyond 
my expectations.” 

“We endeavor always to be 
loving towards others because 
of the love of the Holy Spirit 
towards us. He is the God of 
love, the love of the Father 
and the Son. 

- Saint Arnold Janssen
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DWC Honors Art Roche with Matthew 25 Award
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At age 13, Art Roche moved from his home near Detroit to the 
SVD minor seminary at Perrysburg, Ohio. Graduating from 
Divine Word College in 1970, he chose a vocation as a family 
man, but the lessons he learned from the SVD would
influence much of his life, which has focused on peace and 
justice and helping those in need. 

“My time with the SVD gave me an appreciation for the 
people who live on the edges of society,” Roche said. For his 
decades of service to others, including 15 years on the DWC 
Board of Trustees, Roche was honored with the 2019 Matthew 
25 Award, which was presented at a prayer service and 
banquet on March 20.

“Art has been influential in many areas in reaching out to the 
homeless, the abused, immigrants, those with housing needs 
and in particular the peace movement,” said Father Ken 
Anich, SVD, in his nomination. “When one reads the list of 
his involvements, it becomes obvious he has seriously 
integrated the principles of Matthew 25.” 

Over the years, Roche has volunteered his time to more than 
two dozen non-profit organizations. Currently he supports the 

Sisters of St. Francis in 
their Sister Water Project, 
which has brought clean 
water to a half million 
people in Tanzania and 
Honduras. He also helps 
local immigrants of the 
Marshall Islands, who left 
their homes because of the 
ongoing health problems 
associated with U.S. 
nuclear testing in the 
1950s. Following the terrorist attack of September 11, 2001, 
he and his son Andy helped found Dubuque Peace and Justice, 
which continues to be active today. 

During his senior year at DWC, Roche was an orderly at 
Mercy Hospital, a job he continued after graduation. As 
opportunities presented themselves, he moved from patient 
services to administration.  He retired from the medical center 
as director of planning in 2016. That same year he retired 
from the college board of trustees, which he joined in 2001,
working first in finance and then in strategic planning. 

Matthew 25 Award recipient Art Roche (l) 
with his former teacher, Fr. Bill Shea, SVD
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